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But the most effectual means of
Ty and agreeable empioym ent, 1s ‘
ille emulation of the pupil. Emulation in
'pheq all the motives to acuon, which interest and emulation
do 1 manhood. 1t is a principle implanted in the youthful
mind, apparently for the jpurposes of improvement; but
whatever be its design, it is ceitain that theve is no other
principle which can be made more subservient to the pur-
poses of educmon ‘The utility and necessity of know-
1rd0'e may be urged as motives of study; but their influence
will be rarely (,ﬂectual ‘The great benefits of knowledge
being 1e'1hzed only in manhood, are too distant and mdxs—
tm('tl} seen, (o actuate a child in bis youthful pursuits, He
Jooks to something neaver; some presentgood to reward his
daily toils. Dlstant ob]ccts, although dlstmctly seen, lose
their value, in the long lapse of years, before he cau attain
them. But this defcct if indeed 1t may be called so, is hap-
pily supplied by emulation. 'To excel others in the same
},".::*.'_“.f, 1311 "-elt a present (roml——-—lt Seuuc,b ine mmmu iate
approbatlon of the teachel and C"Yallllbb the natural love of
praise in the pupil. It 1urmbncs, in short, a child with the
same motives to stud) as if he were at once to realize the
actual benefits of kinowledge, as "'“;o., pc. and apj :c*:atca
in after life. To excite and lxeep alive ihis principie, ana
to apply 1t to the purposes vi t‘uut,uuuﬁ., should therefore
be a x\,m}mo object in every schoel. In effecting this great
end, 1t is necessary that the school be divided into classes;
each class containing all the scholars, who are of the same
proficiency, and en'rwed in the same pur%mts it is ounly
by classifying children according to their proficiency and
'pursmts, that they can be ¢ ompazed to uether and their re-

lative i“’l(,lliH til%il“‘m‘uhﬁpﬂ Dmluu} b-h\lj s}xuuux {iEVEYT Ur,
allowed: it affords no opportunity for comparison, and con-
sequentlv there can be no emulation.  The great advantage
of a pubhc, over a private school, consists in the opporiuni-
ty afforded by the former, of classifying children, and com-
paring them with each Ou:e;—-the prmcque of 023%51:&3-%011

therefore, is of the utmost importance in all public schools "
and is, indeed, the basis of every plan of public instruc.
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children are properly arranged in their several classes, they
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